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 FRONT COVER 
A scene on the grounds of the Royal Poinciana Hotel at Lake Worth,
showing a Royal Poinciana (Poinciana regia) tree in midsummer full bloom.
The colored photograph is from a collection published in a volume en-
titled Florida: Beauties of the East Coast, with text by Mrs. H. K. Ingram.
It was compiled by Joseph Richardson, general passenger agent for the
Jacksonville, St. Augustine, and Indian River Railway, and was printed in
St. Augustine. The art work was by the Matthew-Northrup Company of
Buffalo, New York. The book is in the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida
History, University of Florida, Gainesville.
The Royal Poinciana Hotel was under construction by Henry M. Flagler
at the time the photograph was taken. Started May 1, 1893, on the famous
McCormick property-the showplace on the lake-it was completed nine
months later, and was advertised as “the largest tourist hotel in the world.”
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